
 
 
 

President’s Message        
 
 

Let me apologize for not getting my President’s message out for inclusion in the 
February issue of Run 8.  Initially I held-off hoping for some good news to share 
and the news has been much slower in developing than I had hoped and antici-
pated. 
 
First, I want to thank everybody that participated with the Make-A-Wish Car 
Show on February 25 & 26.  While the car show is not about trains, railroading 
or model railroading, this was an important event for us to be out in the public’s 
eye and to let people know that we have not totally disappeared off the face of 
the earth.  Many folks were used to seeing our modular layout over at Western Plaza and we’ve been 
nearly invisible to the general public since we moved. 

 
Coming down the road, we have a meeting on March 25 with the Board that is planning for the museum 
on the 2nd floor of the Santa Fe (Potter County) Office Building downtown.  The last announcement is 
they have contracted with the Panhandle-Plains Museum to design and set-up the exhibits and their 
Board was going to set-up a non-profit corporation to raise the funds for the museum with the expected 
cost to be in the neighborhood of $1.0 to $1.5 million.  My hope is that they will be willing to work with 
us and that we can be mutually beneficial to each other; particularly that they have the display space for 
exhibits of railroad memorabilia while we have the railroad track for display of railroad equipment. 
 
Concerning display of railroad equipment, members of our Executive Board have been busy working on 
a grant request to help with a display of railroad equipment owned by the U.S. Department of Energy, 
specifically the “white train” that formerly was used to ship weapons and components to and from vari-
ous sites around the country.  BWXT Pantex is planning to remove the railroad track on the DOE Pantex 
Plant site and they are looking to move the railroad equipment off the site before they start removing the 
track.  The current proposal that is being recommended to the DOE is the donation of 2 ALCO S-2 loco-
motives, all 16 of the DOE railroad cars, one former Amtrak (baggage?) car and a Fairmont motor car 
with 2 equipment trailers to the ARM for public display.  The 16 DOE railroad cars include 4 armored 
escort coaches, 7 power/buffer cars, 1 heavyweight 80-foot escort coach, 1 40-foot coach, 1 high-sided 
“cargo” car, 1 non-armor-plated “cargo” car and 1 armored-plated “cargo” car.  One of the armor-plated 
escort coaches and the one armor-plated “cargo” car are pledged to go to the National Atomic Museum 
in Albuquerque. 
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Our proposal for the display will be to set it up in 3 different train sets; a 1970’s consist, an early 
1980’s consist and a later 1980’s consist.  The 1970’s consist includes the heavyweight coach, the 
high-sided “cargo” car and the 40-foot coach; this is all one-of-a-kind equipment.  The early 1980’s 
consist would consist of at least 5 railroad cars including the armored “cargo car” book-ended by 
power/buffer cars and armor-plated escort cars; this train would be repainted into its original white 
color, hence the name, the “white” train.  The later 1980’s consist would be made up of all the re-
maining power/buffer cars book-ended with the remaining 2 armor-plated escort cars; the main fea-
ture was that in 1985 the cars were all repainted into various colors so they would not stand-out so 
much as they did when they were all painted white.  The power/buffer cars were utilized both to pro-
vide power for the escort coaches and as buffer cars because regulations do not allow personnel to 
ride in cars adjacent to explosives. 
 
In our grant request we are seeking funds to help with the display of the DOE cars.  Specific items 
include repainting of the DOE railroad cars for their preservation, fencing of the Museum property to 
better protect the railroad equipment, repair and upgrade of the railroad track on the museum 
grounds, construction of a motor car shed for storage of the motor car and track tools following 
genuine Santa Fe Railroad plans, construction of a walkway for viewing of the railroad equipment 
without having to walk in the grass and weeds, and the purchase of a tractor with front-end loader 
and mower to assist us with the long-term maintenance of the Museum grounds. 
 
The timeline for the movement of the DOE railroad cars to the Museum is sometime before the 
Santa Fe Railway Modeling & Historical Society (SFRM&HS) Convention scheduled on July 20-23 
here in Amarillo.  The BNSF Railroad is planning to install the switch serving the Museum track just 
before they move the railroad equipment from Pantex to the ARM.  After the switch is installed we 
can ask for the Rock Island boxcar located at Progress Rail Services to be moved to the Museum.  
 
SFRM&HS Convention:  Plans are still moving forward for the convention.  Thursday, July 20 will 
primarily be prototype tours during the day with a reception and BBQ dinner in the evening at the 
former Santa Fe General Office Building in downtown Amarillo.  Friday and Saturday, July 21 & 22 
will primarily involve clinics and a vendor room at the convention hotel.  The convention will con-
clude with a business meeting following the breakfast on Sunday followed by layout tours.  We will 
need the participation from the majority of our active membership during the convention to help staff 
various positions including serving as tour guides, registration hosts, clinic room support, contest 
room support and to man our own tables in the vendor room.  I will start a sign-up list at our next 
Business Meeting.  Folks that assist with the convention will receive a convention staff shirt which is 
proposed as an orange shirt (refrigerator car color) with the convention logo of the San Francisco 
Chief, Amarillo Merchandise Service emblazoned on it.  This convention promises to be a lot of fun. 
 
To get ourselves ready for the convention we have a lot of work to do in the next few months includ-
ing cleaning-up the Museum building and grounds and hopefully starting on the construction of the 
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 Income     Expenses 
 Car Income $ 1,659.55   Utilities   $ 464.15  
       Car Loan Payment  $     0.00 
 Dues  $ 185.00   Construction Costs  $     0. 00 
 Donations $     0. 00   Bank Loan   $ 478. 69 
 Misc  $     0. 00    Misc -     $   216.00 
       Credit Card, postage  $ 358.86 
       Insurance and Car Fund $ 0. 00 
 Total Income $ 1,853.55   Total Expenses  $ 1,517.70 
   Ending Balance as of   2/26/2006     $ 8,819.86 
   Insurance and Custom Car Fund    $ 2,213.90 
   Totals        $ 11,033.76 
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Financial Report 

model railroad layout.  Work accomplished to date has included sorting thru the old magazines to 
compile a reference library for our members to have available for research purposes, staining and 
finishing of new bookshelves for the library and setting-up one of the dispatcher’s panels.  Tracy 
Ball has been working on taping seams in the wall insulation in the Layout Room.  There are several 
more projects needing attention so please stay tuned and pitch-in when and where you can. 
 
Special Project:  One additional special project has come-up.  I recently received a call from Don 
Dean.  Don has a layout at his home that he was building with assistance from Max Smith.  Don in-
dicated the layout is fairly well along but he would like some assistance to overcome an electrical 
problem on one section of the layout and to finish scenery work.  Don figures that with 3-4 people 
working approximately 3-4 hours over 3 Saturdays might finish the work required to make the layout 
ready and has proposed this layout can be on the tour for the SFRH&MS convention.  We will be 
soliciting volunteers at our next meeting. 
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Layout Design:  We’ve finally seen some progress from our layout designer, although as I write this 
we still have not received the overall proposed plan.  We have received sketches of the proposed 
lower level staging yard and have exchanged questions and answers with our designer.  Within the 
next couple of weeks, we should have a plan in-hand that we will be able to use to start building the 
layout. 
 
Model Sales:  The sales of the Intermountain C&NW hoppers and the Kadee cement hoppers have 
been going pretty well since these cars were received.  We have one more project car that will be ar-
riving soon, the American Refrigerated Transit (ART) reefers which are a joint project with the Mis-
souri Pacific Historical Society.  At this point in time we are looking for new model projects that we 
might be able to do to keep our income steady in the foreseeable future.  If you have ideas for poten-
tial model projects, please forward your ideas to any member of the Executive Board and/or Jerry 
Michels for consideration. 
 
Elections:  Elections are coming-up at our May Business Meeting.  This year we will elect the Presi-
dent, Vice President/Secretary and Treasurer.  If anyone is interested in running for any of these po-
sitions, please let one of the members on the Executive Board know.  Requirements to run for one of 
these offices includes the following:  Member must be in good standing with the Treasurer, must be-
long to the association for a period of at least one year prior to an election to be eligible for the of-
fices of Director, Vice President/Secretary, and/or Treasurer.  In addition to the above conditions, a 
member desiring to run for the office of President must serve a minimum of one term as a Director, 
Vice President/Secretary, or Treasurer. 
 
This year promises to be an extremely busy year for the ARM.  We have some major tasks ahead of 
us and we will need the participation of the majority of our membership to get thru the next few 
months thus I ask everyone to dig-in and do what you can to assist with the projects ahead. 
 
Bob Roth 
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Photos of the Make a Wish Car Show Exhibit -  Left, A couple of our best fans taking a break from all 
the cars to check out the trains. 
Right -Dan Juliano demonstrating his Smallest Train in the world to an interested party 
 
 

Dan making some adjustments to his layout board, right is the layout demonstrator on loan from Hobby 
Time. 
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On Mar 12th, BNSF halted all train traffic on the Panhandle Sub of the Kansas Division between 
Miami and Mendota, TX. Numerous grass fires had been reported burning near the BNSF tracks in 
this location. None of the fires appeared to have started due to the BNSF. In most places, the fires 
burnt up to the north side of the two main tracks and stopped, except for one spot near MP 467 west 
of Mendota where it jumped the two main tracks and continued burning. The Texas Panhandle has 
been devastated by wildfires burning all across it due to extremely dry conditions. BNSF halted 
train traffic at 19:20 on the 12th and did not resume it until 23:30 after all track had been inspected 
and had no damage. There were 15 trains directly affected near the location and stopped for this. In 
addition to that, there were trains slowed down on the Emporia, Avard, and Hereford subs so they 
did not arrive at the location too fast. 

The UPRR sued a noted rail photographer for using the UP trademark without permission. The suit 
alleges that photographer Nils Huxtable violated UP’s exclusive right to use its trademark by pro-
ducing and selling a UP calendar, which Mr. Huxtable has done annually since 1994. A website as-
sociated with Mr. Huxtable, HelpSteamScenes.com, has established a legal defense fund on his be-
half, and has issued a response to the suit stating that “the artistic rights of railroad photographers 
are under attack.” (ffd: Trains, Vancouver Sun) 
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There are a few changes to the 
Membership list in regards to ad-
dress’s and if any one has noticed 
any incorrect information please 
forward it to me so that I can get it 
corrected in the next issue.  

AMARILLO RAILROAD  
MUSEUM 

13000 East U.S. Hiway 60 
P.O. Box 31105 

Amarillo TX. 79120 

806-335-3333 
Club House Phone 

amarillorailmuseum.com 

Auburg, Danny - 2530 Claude Rd 
 Ama. TX 79118 
   622-1753        fire924@cox.net 

Ball, Tracy - 4203 S. Harrison 
 Ama. TX. 79110 
   371-9503   tracy@amaonline.com 

Carrell, Earl - 3313 Oxbow Trail 
 Ama. TX 79106 
   352-2751/h  372-5781/w  679-4517/m 
          anthonycarrell@cox.net 

Chapman, Brian - 17601 Spring Lake 
                Canyon TX. 79105 
   656-0058   rawlschap@sbcglobal.net 

Doyle, Virgil - 6208 Fannin 
 Amarillo TX. 79118 
   356-0659         vldoyle@aol.com 

Fritsch, Ken & Donna - 
   10201 Snowball Ama. TX. 79108 
   383-8022  trainmasterk@aol.com 

Jones, Tom - 2902 Teckla Blvd 
 Ama. TX. 79106 
   355-1144/h  570-9909/m 
   tomtherailnut@yahoo.com 

Jusiak, David - 3606 E. 31st Strt 
 Ama. TX. 79103 
   372-3796        gmjusiak@yahoo.com 

Juliano, Dan - 1200 Jasmine 
                  Ama. Tx 
     383-4919 

Koch, Robert - 7601 Mary Rose Lane 
 Ama. TX. 79118 
   622-1380  robert154@worldnet.att.net 

Lyle, Andy & Beverly 
   PO Box 3551 Ama. TX 79116 
   353-2559 

Michels, Jerry - 133 Dewey Rt 6 
 Ama. TX 79124 
 376-6548/h  354-5806/w  654-9567/m 
             asychis@aol.com 

Morris, Tommy - PO Box 1133 
 Los Alamos Nm 87544 
   505-661-1816  milomorris@aol.com 

Osborne, Carter-6302 Dreyfus 
 Amarillo Tx. 79106 
        osborne6302@nts-online.net        

Roberson, James - 2424 Walnut 
 Ama. TX. 79107 
   383-4251  

 Roth, Bob - 6701 Alpine Lane 
 Ama. TX 79109 
    358-9774           broth@arn.net 

Soeeborg, Pelle - Farumsodal 18, DK–      
3520 Farum, Denmark 
   45-4499-8805 pelle@soeeborg.dk 

Sowle, Paul - 3206 Oakdale 
 Ama. TX. 79103 
     373-7570      pjsowle@yahoo.com 
Sweeney, Joe - 6208 Rutgers 
 Ama. TX. 79109 
   355-1581 

Young, Virgil & Paula -  
 4209 Kingston  
 Ama. TX. 79109 
          352-4498/h  584-4363/ m 
            vyoung5622@aol.com 
For those of you who are not aware of 
the fact that the Phone at the Club 
House is in operation, Well It Is. 

                        335-3333 
If you would like to call and see if any 
one is out and working it just takes a 
call. 

Members Information 
Internet Members  

Letzerich, Louis - 3133 Buffalo Speed-
way Apt #6204 

Houston TX 77098 
713-850-0571 

lletzerich@sgtc.com 

Horton, Darrell - 13450 Baywind Cir 
 Anchorage Ak. 99516 
 907-345-7286 
 dandkhorton@hotmail.com 

Macri, John R. 
 362A Whitewater Dr Apt 304  
 Bolingbrook Il 60440 

Randall, Rich - 301 Forrest Drive 
 Gettysburg, PA 17325  
         rrand4449@aol.com  

Spadini, Dennis - 100 Van Ness Ave. 
 AOMB San Fransico Calif. 

 (415) 565-2770 
 a969611d@aol.com 

Webb, W.N. - P.O. Box 33 
 Carnegie, Victoria 3163  
 Australia 
 noelatsf@optusnet.com.au 

van Burren, A - van Wassenaerstraat 
96 
2461 RE TERAAR Netherlands 
 avanburren@casema.nl 
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Amarillo Railroad Museum 

 

 

We are a  
501 ( c )( 3) 

nonprofit 
Organization 

 We’re  on the Web @ 
amarillorailmuseum.com 

13000 East U.S. Hiway 60 
P.O. Box 31105 

Amarillo TX. 79120 
C/O Earl Carrell 

3313 Oxbow Trail 
Amarillo TX. 79106 

 

Phone: 806-335-3333 
Email: amarillorailmuseum.com 

 


