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President’s Message
By Bob Roth         

Although this New Year has just started, it is already turning out to be very busy and filled with 
surprises.  Among the more interesting issues that we will discuss at our next business meeting:

BNSF is looking at moving the two railroad cars that belong to the National Atomic Museum 
from the ARM to Albuquerque. 

We were asked about participating in an event that might bring the ATSF 4-8-4 steam engine 
#3751 to Amarillo. 

We were asked if we might be able to assist in providing some historical information about 
the Rock Island rail line that formerly ran through Amarillo.  

I assisted with the Railroading Merit Badge at the Boy Scout Merit Badge University. 

The request for information on the Rock Island line was huge.  As a Museum we need to be able to 
provide such information because a part of our mission as a Museum is to educate the general public 
about the railroads that served this area.  While our layout will represent primarily the Santa Fe main 
line across the Panhandle with minor representation of the Fort Worth & Denver and the Rock Island 
railroads, we need to be able to tell the histories of the parts of these railroads that ran across the 
Texas Panhandle.  I have already started looking for information on the Rock Island line.  If anyone 
has information and/or photos, let’s visit following the Business Meeting.  Next month I hope that I 
can include a short summary of information on the Rock Island’s Choctaw Route.

Layout Construction Notes:  For those that missed the January Business Meeting on January 3, you 
missed witnessing a major milestone when a video clip was shown of the first train running on the 
ARM layout.  This train wasn’t run on the temporary operating loop that we are installing; Tracy 
Ball had completed one full loop of track on the helix and with temporary wiring had been able to 
run a Santa Fe F-unit with a few passenger cars around that loop of the helix on December 31.  A 
question was asked if he had any accidents and Tracy showed another clip of the train making the 
loop and a second after the train had disappeared beyond the view of the camera there was a clunk 
followed by an exclamation of “Oops!”

The Executive Board has looked at the current status of the layout and has prioritized the tasks 
required to complete the initial operating loop.  Given our current financial status, the Board decided 
to forgo the purchase of additional building materials at this time; however, the purchase of the DCC 
system was approved so that we will have the equipment required to operate trains when the loop 
is completed.  The highest priority is to locate the switches in the staging yards; once the switches 
are installed, it will be easy to run the straight tracks between the switches.  The wall at the west 
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end of the layout room was started on Saturday, January 26 so the benchwork that will support 
the temporary return loop at the west end of the Staging Yard can be installed.  With our focus on 
the right tasks in the proper sequence, it looks like we should be able to start running trains before 
Easter.

Next Meeting:  The next Business Meeting will be on Thursday, February 7 at 7:30 PM.

MEETING  MINUTES

ARM Business Meeting        January 3, 2008

Old Business:
Catch-up: Meeting Minutes from October – Published in Run 8.  Minutes Approved as   
  Published. 

Meeting Minutes from November:  Not Published thus not up for approval at this   
 time.

Meeting Minutes from December:  Not up for approval.

Treasurer’s Report:
 Checking Beginning Balance:  $1,656.58
 Expenses:    $1,555.08
 Income:    $   890.56
 Ending Balance:   $1,022.06

Car Sales Report/Update:  Jerry Michels handed-out copies of a report on car sales thru 2007.

2007 ranked as our second best year for car sales profits.  From our inventory we sold 1,022 
cars for a net profit of $12,995.  This total includes profit that was reimbursed to the Missouri 
Pacific Historical Society for their share of the investment and profits from the joint project 
that produced the ART reefers.  This year was exceeded only by the year 2000 when we had 
strong sales of our R40-25 steel reefers and Fort Worth & Denver boxcars.  Since 1995 when 
the custom car program was started we have sold 8,471 cars for a net profit of $83,522.

In 2008 the following projects are planned:

1. Intermountain ART steel reefers Phase 2 in multi-herald 1953 paint scheme.  
Expected arrival is in April-May 2008.

2. Intermountain ex-Rock Island covered hoppers repainted for C&NW.  Expected 
arrival is April-June 2008.

3. Branchline Rock Island 50’ repainted boxcars.  Expected delivery is February-March 
2008.

4. There are potentially 2 additional projects with Red Caboose depending upon 
financial considerations.

Projects 1-3 were expected to be available in 2007, however suppliers were slow, or were 
unresponsive to our requests for speedier delivery.  The recommendation is that in the future 
we should look to as many suppliers as possible in order to keep a continuous flow of new 
models.
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If anyone would like to assist with research on new cars or has ideas for new cars, let Jerry 
Michels know.

A suggestion was made to consider sending flyers to hobby shops out on the west coast 
(former Southern Pacific territory) to help advertise our SP covered hoppers.  It was also 
suggested we could try an advertisement in the SP Historical Society newsletter.

Layout Construction:

 Next Steps:  Start Laying Track.  First issue is locating the switches.

Building Project Update:
Cargo Door on Baggage Car:  Tracy Ball reported he has the parts and pieces to install the 
winch on the cargo door.  While we want to get the mower out of the building so we can 
build the temporary return loop at the west end of the Staging Yard.   President Bob Roth 
expressed a concern over the need to be able to get the mower out.  The concern is that 
conditions are dry and we need to mow the tall grass and weeds to the south side of the DOE 
train to provide a fire break.

Exterior Lighting:  An attempt had been made to install a new light fixture under the front 
overhang near the front door but the attempt was stopped due to the cold.

Fan:  Tracy Ball reported he had all the parts for the planned jack-shaft fan and it should be 
ready to go up in about a week.

Housekeeping Schedule:  Month of January – Earl Carrell
 Sign-up for 2008:  The sheet was passed around again for sign-up.

Comment:  Let’s try to maintain our Meeting Room in a condition for meetings and guests; 
let’s not leave projects out.

New Business:
 First train was run on the layout on 12/31/07.  Tracy Ball showed a few clips of video.

Meeting of the Santa Fe Museum group – Wednesday, January 9.  President Bob Roth will 
attend and inquired if any of the other Executive Board members would be able to attend.

Received a call from “Chris” – looking to sell an 027 Lionel layout; fits in a 12’x20’ room; 
they had several engines.  They are trying to sell their house.  236-2665

 Guy Pigg, a former member rejoined the ARM. 

Next work dates: January 12
   January 26
   February 9
   February 23

Next Meeting:  February 7, 2008.  Meeting is to start at 7:30 PM
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   Cleaning Schedule:
   January    Earl Carrell
   February    Dan Juliano
   March    Jerry Michels
   April     Joe Sweeney
   May     Andy and Beverly Lyle
   June     Tracy Ball
   July     Guy Pigg
   August
   September    David Jusiak
   October    
   November    Tracy Ball
   December 
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East side view of the new twin walls constructed Saturday, January 28.  These two walls will support 
the temporary return loop bench work.  Later they will support parts of the East Tower vicinity in 
the Amarillo yard on this side and the Canadian yards, including the wagon bridge and the railroad 
bridge on the west side.  The upper level will support Umbarger on this side and Texico, NM on the 
west side.



L-girder which will tie into the L-girders of the lower staging yard (at left).  The staging yard throat 
will occupy the table supported by these new L-girders (now covered with tools and junque).

Earl Carrell and Tracy Ball cooling off after installing the L-girder that supports the table in the fore-
ground.  Jim Shook and Virgil Young also helped.

5.
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Homosote for the return loop has been placed inside the rods supporting the helix.  Homosote is in 
the process of being placed for the tracks connecting the loop with the lower staging yard.

Most viewers will agree that this building needs repainting.  A former occupant has left his sign ad-
vertising Ike’s Cafe.  See the next picture for repainting plans.
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The corner tower has been repainted in the new colors.  To emphasize this, extension ladders will 
have to be built and painters posed on the ladders painting the purple upper corbels and the lower 
golden color.  Notice the immediate former occupant’s sign has fallen over from under the stairs

TA Manufacturing has purchased the former Walschanger Motors building and is adding a shop area 
at the rear.  The show windows have been boarded over for protecting manufacturing secrets.  Watch 
for the Grand Opening Party where fajitas and beer will be served.  New signs are on order. 

7.
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1950-1955

This is the era we have chosen for our model railroad.  Over fifty years have elapsed since then, 
longer than some of you have lived.  What was the Panhandle of Texas like at that time?

The war that ended the Great Depression was over in August of 1945.  War production contracts 
were canceled immediately.  Hundreds of defense plants closed; thousands of workers were out of 
a job. There was some government assistance available for unemployed defense workers.   A large 
number of the Armed forces were discharged immediately, adding to the supply of unemployed 
citizens.  Congress had passed the G.I. Education Bill; over half of the discharged veterans took 
advantage of it and returned or enrolled in college.  These first G.I. Bill students graduated in large 
numbers in 1949-‘50. Fortunately, many workers had saved some money out of the high wages and 
few available products of wartime years.  

Demand for new products was high, but resumption of production was slow.  New cars appeared in 
1946, but they were face-lifted 1942 models and the waiting list was long.  It was 1948-’49 before 
new designs appeared and Ford had one of the most-changed designs. Large numbers of prewar 
models continued to operate through the nineteen sixties.  We would expect car models from the 
1930 Ford Model A through 1955 models to appear on our model railroad, with over 99 percent of 
them American-built.

Housing was also slow to resume.  Many barracks and other buildings were moved from 
decommissioned bases to nearby towns to become school buildings, apartment houses and other 
uses.  There had been air bases at Clovis, Dalhart, Pampa, Amarillo, Lubbock and Childress.  There 
was a prisoner of war camp at Hereford.  These bases provided some materiel relief, but it was 
almost 1950 before large housing developments with their zoning restrictions began to be built.  
Since few new housing developments were built near the railroad, we would have the usual prewar 
mixture of unzoned and unrestricted housing on our railroad.. 

This author lived for several years in a house built in 1946.  The returning veteran who built the 
house was desperate for private living space.  He described the difficulties he had had in obtaining 
materials and the make-do philosophy in using what was available.  2” x 4” lumber was especially 
scarce, so the framing was built on 24-inch centers with a cap plate only; there was no floor plate 
or tie plate.  It had beautiful oak flooring, but there was no sub-floor. Remodeling that house was an 
adventure in itself. 

Following the lean years of the Great Depression, there was an unusually high birth rate immediately 
following the war.  A new phrase, Baby Boom, was coined to describe this phenomenon.  It brought 
an increase in the demand for schools, health-care facilities and government buildings.  It also 
caused an increase in property tax rates, encouraging businesses, including the railroads, to get rid of 
excess structures.

Until the end of World War II, railroads had maintained buildings which had decreased in use or had 
lost their principal function due to changing operational practices.  At one time, these buildings were 
located about every ten to fifteen miles to serve the maintenance crews stationed there.  Among these 
buildings were the ten and twelve-room bunkhouses, section houses and maintenance-of-way sheds.  
These began to be removed in the fifties and sixties, but some remained and were sold in place to 
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private users.  Placement of some of these structures along the right-of-way would be appropriate on 
our railroad.

During the years immediately following the war, there were efforts to modernize the appearance of 
older buildings with sheet metal or masonry facades.  In many cases, the rear of the building was 
not touched, and the old signs, windows, fans, gas and electric meters, downspouts, conduit and 
trash receptacles remain.   In some cases, the rear of buildings is more interesting to model and more 
likely to present that side to the railroad.  Look for opportunities to model and detail the backside of 
a building that is one of the essential elements.

Scenery should contain dated scenes.  Think of a scene that can be detailed to reflect the fifties.  Each 
of you has the capacity to think of a scene that is humorous, interesting, appropriate to the times 
and fairly easy to blend in with the regular scenery.  This author has built several buildings that are 
planned to be part of a scene and, at the same time, to honor a club member.  If you have an idea for 
a scene, talk it over with another member for help in developing the idea.  Our railroad will be better 
for it!
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One side of Paul Sowle’s Auto Artistry building.  The roof will be plexiglass so that the work be-
ing done on automobiles can be appreciated.  This is another building honoring a club member.  
Watch for Joe Sweeney’s Anhydrous Ammonia, V.L Doyle, Inc.,Jusiak’s Controlled Burn Co. and 
Jerry Michels’ Environmental Pest Control.  Other businesses are being built as a name and theme 
come to mind.  Positive suggestions are welcome   Pictures will be published as time and space 
permit.

9.



Member Information
Amarillo Railroad Museum
13000 East U.S. Highway 60

P.O Box 31105
Amarillo, TX 79120
Club House Phone

806-335-3333
Web Site

Amarillorailmuseum.com

Ball, Tracy
901Whitehills Trail
Amarillo, TX 79124 

654-4278/m, 374-7665/w
tracy@amaonline.com

Carrell, Earl [Sendy]
3313 Oxbow Trail

Amarillo, TX  79106
 372-5781/w 679-4517/m

anthonycarrell@suddenlink.net

Doyle, Virgil 
6208 Fannin

Amarillo, TX 79118
356-0659 vldoyle@aol.com

Ford, Jeff
5506 Tawney

Amarillo, TX 79106-4808
236-3673 bnsf_boomer@yahoo.com

Fritsch, Ken & Donna 
10201 Snowball Trail 
Amarillo, TX 79108

383-8022 trainmasterk@aol.com

Jones, Tom [Melodi]
 2902 Teckla Blvd.

Amarillo, TX  79106
tomtherailnut@yahoo.com

Jusiak, David [Gail]
 3606 E. 31 St.

Amarillo, TX 79103
372-3796 gmjusiak@yahoo.com

Juliano, Dan [Pat] 
1200 Jasmine

Amarillo, TX 79107
383-4919

Lyle, Andy & Beverly 
PO Box 3551

 Amarillo, TX  79116
 353-2559

Michels, Jerry [Judy]
 133 Dewey Rt 6 

Amarillo, TX 79124 
376-6548/h 354-5806/w

 654-9567/m   Asychis@aol.com

Morris, Tommy [Shelley]
 PO Box 1133 Los Alamos, NM 87544        

505-661-1816 milomorris@aol.com 

Osborne, Carter [Michelle]
6302 Dreyfuss

Amarillo, TX 79106
Osborne6302@nb-online.net

Pigg, Guy
913 S. Louisiana, Apt. B

Amarillo, TX  79106
373-9166h 683-4534m
gwp53@sbcglobal.net

Roth, Bob [Kathy]
 6701 Alpine Lane 

Amarillo, TX 79109
358-9774

broth6701@sbcglobal.net

Jim & Sandra Shook
3300 Patterson Drive
Amarillo, TX 79109

322-0002
drgjim@arn.net

Silva, Linda & Junior, Angel
 613 S. Spring

Amarillo, TX 79104
342-4118/h 433-4192/m

Soeeborg, Pelle – Farumsodal 18, DK 
– 3520 Farum, Denmark 

45-4499-8805

 pelle@soeeborg.dk

Sowle, Paul & Janet
3206 Oakdale 

Amarillo, TX 79103 
373-7570 pbjarb43@aol.com

Sweeney, Joe [Ella] 
6208 Rutgers 

Amarillo, TX 79109 
355-1581

Young, Virgil & Paula
 4209 Kingston Road. 
 Amarillo, TX 79109   

352-4498/h 584-4363/m 
 rayvirg@sbcglobal.net

Special Mailing
The Marker Lamp
Lone Star Region

DavidWL1944@aol.com

Internet Members
Good, Brian

578 Hawthorne Lane
Harleysville, PA  19438

(610) 940-1626 B3good@comcast.net

(610) 940-1626

Horton, Darrell 
 13450  Baywind Circle
 Anchorage, AK 99516 

907-345-7286 
dandkhorton@hotmail.com

Copeland, Paul
pacopeland@cox.net
McCarty, Richard
106 Gray Fox Road
Mill Hall, PA 17751
rmccarty@lhup.edu

(570) 726-7744

Randall, Rich 
301 Forest Drive  

Gettysburg, PA 17325
rrand4449@aol.com

Spadini, Dennis
100 Van Ness Ave., AOMB 

San Francisco, CA
415-565-2270

a969611d@aol.com

Webb, W. N.
PO Box 33

Carnegie, Victoria 3163 Australia
noelatsf@optusnet.com.au

van Buuren, A 
van Wassenaerstraat 96

2461 RE Langeraar 
TheNetherlands

aavanbuuren@casema.nl

Gary Leanz
PO Box 1175

Powell, OH 43065

Harry Carpenter
1643 Rock Springs Lane
Woodstock, GA 30188

770-928-8472
hcarpenter@bellsouth.net

Frederick W. Thompson
651 Azalea Drive #4

Rockville, MD 20850
301-424-0780

fwthomps@erols.com

Roberts, Carl
121 Springbrook Road

Old Saybrook, CT  06475
860-388-2565

eagleu18b@sbcglobal.net
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Durbin, Brian
7-19 Forest Glen Circle
Middletown, CT  06457

860-613-0215
bhdurbin@yahoo.com

Coffman, Randall
1500 River Circle

Richmond, KY 40475
859-527-0476

randy@coffmaneng.com

David Hunt
611 Hillcrest Drive

Blair, NE 68008
402-533-2212

david.hunt@huntel.net
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