RUN 8

M ay 2009

President’s Message
by Bob Ruth

We took a week off during Spring Break to visit my father-in-law in the Atlanta, Georgia vicinity
and to hunt for an apartment for our younger son in Fort Worth. My father-in-law is in his mid-
eighties and is not in very good health so my wife takes advantage of each holiday opportunity
to visit him. This visit was particularly interesting because he had been invited to participate in
a “living history” project for veterans living in Henry County, Georgia. Henry County is putting
together a history museum on the grounds of the Nash Farm near Jonesboro, Georgia that is to
recognize a Civil War battle fought on the grounds following the fall of Atlanta and to honor

all veterans of all wars. My father-in-law is a veteran of WWII, Korea and Vietnam and it is
interesting to hear him talk about some of his experiences. Like many war veterans, he has never
spoken much about his war experiences and he did not say very much during his interview. By
the way, his experience in the Marine Corps started with the battle for Okinawa.

He talked with us about his experience getting hired and some of the work he performed during
a short time with the Illinois Central Railroad before he joined the Marine Corps in 1944. My
father-in-law was raised on a small family farm near Centralia, Illinois and after he turned 21,

he took a job at a lumber yard in town. He told us how he heard the IC was hiring and he took
time-off from his job at the lumber yard to go down to the railroad station where he joined a
large crowd of people looking for a job. He related that after waiting a while, the man that

was supposed to be doing the hiring told the crowd they had no jobs available that day and the
crowd left disappointed. He went down to the railroad station a second and third time again after
hearing the railroad would be hiring and had the same experience, but that third time he stayed
and asked the man why the railroad made so much noise they were hiring and then told everyone
there were no jobs. Because he stayed and questioned the man, he was hired to work for the
railroad.

My thoughts about my father-in-law emphasize the need to keep our eyes open for people around
us and within our community who have their own stories. The older railroaders, particularly
ones that operated steam locomotives on the main lines, are disappearing as fast as World War

Il veterans and we need to capture their experiences on tape or on paper, and by scanning any
photographs of interest they might have. Specific topics of interest for us include experiences
with cattle shipment, passenger operations in and around the Panhandle, mail-handling and many
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more topics. | have been particularly curious about mail-handling since the San Francisco Chief
exchanged Railway Post Office cars here in Amarillo until the shipment of mail by train was
discontinued in September,1967. Looking ahead long-range at the operation of our layout, if
we want to model the railroad as it operated, we need to know how these departments actually
functioned.

The Executive Board met on Saturday, April 11 and covered a number of topics. Plans are going
forward to have Steve Goen come to Amarillo on Saturday, June 13 to give a presentation on
Passenger Trains in the Texas Panhandle. The presentation will be given at the Texas A&M
Center on West Amarillo Blvd. at 7:00 PM. As these arrangements come together we need to
advertise this event to the general public as well as to fellow railfans and model railroaders. We
will charge $5.00 admission to defray the costs. For anyone that does not know Steve Goen,

he is a member of the National Railway Historical Society, a railroad historian and is author of
eight books on railroads to date including such titles as Down South on the Rock Island; Fort
Worth & Denver Railway and Santa Fe in the Lone Star State, books with particularly local ties.
Steve came to our last Tri-State Train Show in 2003 as a vendor selling some of the books he had
authored up to that time as well as sets of slides. Steve has recently resumed the production of
videos starting with a DVD titled 844 and the Sooner Rocket covering the operation of the UP’s
4-8-4 steam engine #844 in Oklahoma during that state’s centennial celebration in 2007. This
should be an interesting program.

Other items discussed by the Board included the upcoming elections; setting aside Saturday,

May 30 for operation of model trains (no work that day) provided the tracks can be repaired

by then; exploration of an MKT mechanical refrigerator car as a future custom model; status

of some of the building projects including the fire extinguisher inspection and tagging; lighting
for the layout; a museum tour requested by a group from Bushland in June; and investigation of
movement of our Rock Island boxcar from Progress Rail Services to the ARM. The Board also
discussed and augmented the schedule of clinics to be conducted following our monthly Business
Meetings as follows:

May The Rio Grande Southern by Virgil Doyle
June Mold Making and Casting by Tracy Ball
July Standards for Rolling Stock by Jim Shook
August Detailing Structures by Virgil Young
September  Spline Roadbed Construction by Tracy Ball
October DCC Decoder Installation by Earl Carrell

November  Railroad Timebooks by Jerry Michels

Elections:
I screwed-up at the last Business Meeting by not having the upcoming Election for Board of
Director’s positions listed on my draft Agenda for the meeting. The Election is to be held during
the Business Meeting on May 7. Currently we have two Directors positions held by Tracy Ball
and Jerry Michels. Per our incorporation documents we are allowed to have as many as three
Directors on the Board and given the responsibilities of the Board, a decision has been made to
add a third Director to the Board at this time. Tracy Ball and Jerry Michels have both indicated
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they plan to run for the Board again and we have both Guy Pigg and Virgil Young indicating they
will run for the Board. While it appears we have four people running for three positions, there
is one other development that changes the equation; Earl Carrell has expressed a desire to step
down from the Vice President/Secretary position due to his work constraints that have caused
him to miss most of the Business and Board Meetings during this past year. Under our Articles
of Incorporation, | have the ability and responsibility to appoint one of the Directors to step-up
to fill the remainder of Earl’s un-expired term and I am working on this. If any of our members
would like to run for a term as a Director on the ARM Executive Board for the coming two years
please let one of the officers know in advance of the Business Meeting; the requirements are that
the individual candidate must be a Regular member in Good Standing.

Next Meeting: The next Business Meeting will be on Thursday, May 7 at 7:30 PM. The clinic to
follow the Business Meeting will be a presentation on The Rio Grande Southern Railroad by our
own RGS Modeler, Virgil Doyle.

R oUTHERE

MEETING MINUTES
ARM Business Meeting April 2, 2009

Old Business:
Meeting Minutes from March: Published in Run 8. Approved as published.

Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s Report was approved as read.
Treasurer Virgil Doyle noted he had continued working on the transfer of
funds from Herring Bank to Bank of America.

Car Sales Report/Update: Noted that advertisements had been observed in magazines.
Rock Island Boxcars arrived last week; we have 6 different numbers. This is the last of
the cars we had ordered for 2008.
ART Reefers: A contract has been sent to Intermountain for a second set of ART cars
numbered in the 33000 series; these cars have different fans from the last batch of cars.
Prospects: We are looking at models potentially for an MKT mechanical refrigerator car;
it would be nice to have a new model arrive in the November/December time frame as
our current stock should be depleted by then.

Layout Construction:
Director Tracy Ball related the roof structure over the layout is progressing. We need
to install a door frame over by the helix. Outside, everything that is green is all weeds;
we received a lot of snow out here last Saturday that provided a good watering for the
vegetation so we will need to plan to start cutting vegetation soon.
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Building Update:

President Bob Roth noted we had received a letter from our insurance company

last month directing us to get our fire extinguishers re-inspected and re-tagged by a
professional firm. We went through all of the fire extinguishers at the ARM and took the
two extinguishers that had been serviced most recently to get inspected and purchased
two new extinguishers so that we now have four good fire extinguishers at the ARM. We
need to get rid of the older fire extinguishers.

U.S. Flag: Tracy Ball stated he will hang it after Jim provides it.

Other Ideas: 5" Saturdays: Setting aside days, i.e. 5" Saturdays, when we come out and just

run trains. Plan no work on these days. Advertise for people to bring their
trains out to run. An issue was noted that we need to repair the track to do this on
May 30; the question is if we can get the repairs done by then.

Clinic by Steve Goen on Passenger Trains in the Texas Panhandle — we are aiming
for Saturday, May 16 at 7:00 PM. We are waiting for confirmation on this.

Scheduling Clinics after monthly Business Meetings:

April DCC (no formal title) by Jerry Michels
May The Rio Grande Southern by Virgil Doyle
June Mold Making and Casting by Tracy Ball
July Standards for Rolling Stock by Jim Shook
August Detailing Structures by Virgil Young

Housekeeping Schedule: Month of April — Guy Pigg; it was noted Jim Shook had cleaned

today.

May — Andy & Beverly Lyle

New Business:

Shirts:

Visits:

Paula Young is assembling an order for new shirts with the ARM logo embroidered on
the front. Any of our members that would like to order a new shirt needs to submit their
order to Paula. Payment will be required at the time of the order with checks made out
to the ARM. Types of shirts that can be ordered include Men’s or Women’s denim shirts
in long sleeve and/or short sleeve and polo shirts in various colors. Paula had a handout
with the shirt information including the costs. President Bob Roth declared the last day
to get shirt orders submitted is May 7.

Bushland I1SD has a group that would like to come to the ARM on June 3 to get a
presentation on operation lifesaver from Jerry Rector and to tour the train. Tracy Ball
noted that Jerry Rector recently retired from the BNSF, but still works for Operation
Lifesaver. Some help may be needed on that day to host the group.

Bob Roth noted he had been approached by a church group looking to come to the ARM
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sometime later in the year; no date has been proposed for this visit.

Operations on May 30: Question was asked if we might have food that day.
Tracy needs to check his schedule to see if he might be available that day to cook.

Alarm System: A question was asked about an alarm system for the ARM.
Response to the question is that we can see the need for an alarm system in the future but
there is an issue of cost. We need to build our membership and increase our income to
afford an alarm system.

Museum Coalition Meeting: The quarterly coalition meeting slid from December.
No contact has been received concerning a date for the next meeting of the Museum
Coalition.

Next work dates:  April 11
April 25
May 9
May 23
Next Meeting: Thursday, May 7, 2009.

The meeting was turned over to Jerry Michels for presentation of his clinic on the operation of
the Digitrax Digital Command Control (DCC) on the ARM layout.

President Bob Roth then received a note reminder concerning the Election for Directors at the
Business meeting in May that was not announced during the meeting. (OOPS!)

Cleaning Schedule for 2009:

January Linda Silva & Paula Young
February Joe & Ella Sweeney

March Jim Shook

April Guy Pigg

May Andy & Beverly Lyle

June Earl Carrell

July Dan Juliano

August Linda Silva & Paula Young
September Jim Shook

October Bob Roth

November David Jusiak

December Jim Shook
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Iar ‘arre helped by Tracy

scene, fastened the first corner of the curved, 1/4-inch-sheetrock backdrop around the top
of the Helix.

'Ijracy Ball holds the sheetrock next to stringers while Earl Carrell sets the screws on the last
part of the first section of the curved backdrop over the Helix.
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tools after installing the curved backdrop hehind the Helix.

A week has passed since the installation of the backdrop behind the Helix. Earl Carrell and
Virgil Doyle cut out the final piece of sheetrock for the ceiling over the backdop and the
approach to Canyon.
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Pl

It is almost done! Tracy Ball, Vlrgll Doyle, Jerry Michels, Bob Roth and Earl Carrell mark
the piece for trimming to final shape.

The big overhead lights are off, the ceiling over the upper level is in and temporary upper-
level lights are on.Virgil Doyle and Bob Roth study the effects. Impressive? Yes!
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Warming up the Fat Lady

By Uirgil Youny

This author has several projects in a state of suspended animation. Work continues on a project
so long as it is not tedious or frustrating. When work on any project involves either of these

bad vibes, it is best to stop work on that project, write down what has been done, and place the
description, along with all of the parts in a plastic bag labeled for kit manufacturer, date and the
desired end product. All packages of purchased extra parts should be included in the plastic bag.

Several weeks, months or even years pass.

Eventually, need arises for the set-aside project and the contents of the plastic storage bag are
studied for possible completion. Before the project was laid aside, several things had been

done and others were left undone. Some things were ignored while the more interesting and
fast-moving tasks were occupying our attention. We had become familiar with the project,
overlooking its faults and our omissions. So what is the most effective way to get started again?

Take the project outside in morning or evening sunlight and photograph it from several angles.
Use a camera with the closest-focusing lens you have. If your camera is a film camera, have
prints at least 4”x 6” made. If your camera is electronic, download the pictures to your computer
and adjust the exposure for best clarity, and print large prints on plain paper. If greater detail is
needed, print on glossy paper.

Now enlightenment arrives. How much does the picture resemble the prototype? How many
details are missing entirely? How many details are grossly out-of-scale or misplaced? How
many colors are too intense or the wrong shade? How many forgotten drips of paint or globs of
glue suddenly mar the work?

The picture technique works because it refocuses our attention to the model. Before, we saw
the model against a background of the clutter on the workbench or just held the model up for the
wife to see it. Under those circumstances, we saw what we wanted to see. The picture of the
model isolates what really exists.

The fat lady is more realistic and ready to sing, but she’s still a fat lady.

10.



Member Information

Amarillo Railroad Museum
P.O Box 31105
Amarillo, TX 79120
Club House Phone
806-335-3333
13000 East U.S. Highway 60
Web Site
Amarillorailmuseum.com

Ball, Tracy
901Whitehills Trail
Amarillo, TX 79124
654-4278/m,
tracy@amaonline.com

Carrell, Earl [Sendy]
3313 Oxbow Trail
Amarillo, TX 79106
372-5781/w 679-4517/m
anthonycarrell@suddenlink.net

Doyle, Virgil
6208 Fannin
Amarillo, TX 79118

356-0659 vidoyle@aol.com

Ford, Jeff
5506 Tawney
Amarillo, TX 79106-4808
236-3673 bnsf_boomer@yahoo.com

Fritsch, Ken & Donna
10201 Snowball Trail
Amarillo, TX 79108

383-8022 trainmasterk@aol.com

Jones, Mike
2118 Pioneer Lane
Amarillo, TX 79118
372-4406

Jusiak, David [Gail]
3606 E. 31 St.
Amarillo, TX 79103
372-3796
gmjusiak@yahoo.com

Juliano, Dan [Pat]
1200 Jasmine
Amarillo, TX 79107
383-4919

Lyle, Andy & Beverly
PO Box 3551
Amarillo, TX 79116
353-2559
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Michels, Jerry [Judy]
133 Dewey Rt 6
Amarillo, TX 79124
376-6548/h 354-5806/w

654-9567/m Asychis@aol.com

Morris, Tommy [Shelley]
960 Alamo Rd, Los Alamos, NM 87544
505-661-1816 tjmorris@lanl.gov

Osborne, Carter [Michelle]
6302 Dreyfuss
Amarillo, TX 79106
Osborne6302@nts-online.net

Pigg, Guy
913 S. Louisiana, Apt. B
Amarillo, TX 79106
373-9166h 683-4534m
gwp53@shcglobal.net

Roth, Bob [Kathy]
6701 Alpine Lane
Amarillo, TX 79109
358-9774/h 676-8966/m
broth6701@sbcglobal.net

Jim & Sandra Shook
3300 Patterson Drive
Amarillo, TX 79109

322-0002
drgjim@arn.net

Silva, Linda & Junior, Angel
613 S. Spring
Amarillo, TX 79104
342-4118/h 433-4192/m

Soeeborg, Pelle — Farumsodal 18, DK —
3520 Farum, Denmark
45-4499-8805

pelle@soeeborg.dk

Sowle, Paul & Janet
3206 Oakdale
Amarillo, TX 79103

373-7570 pbjarb43@aol.com

Sweeney, Joe [Ella]
6208 Rutgers
Amarillo, TX 79109
355-1581

Young, Virgil & Paula
4209 Kingston Road.
Amarillo, TX 79109

352-4498/h 584-4363/m
rayvirg@sbcglobal.net
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Special Mailin
The Marker Lamp

Lone Star Region
DavidWL1944@aol.com

Internet Members

Good, Brian
578 Hawthorne Lane
Harleysville, PA 19438
B3good@comcast.net
(610) 940-1626

Horton, Darrell
13450 Baywind Circle
Anchorage, AK 99516

907-345-7286
dandkhorton@hotmail.com

Copeland, Paul
pacopeland@cox.net

McCarty, Richard
106 Gray Fox Road
Mill Hall, PA 17751

rmccarty@lhup.edu

(570) 726-7744

Randall, Rich
301 Forest Drive
Gettysburg, PA 17325
rrand4449@aol.com

Spadini, Dennis
100 Van Ness Ave., AOMB
San Francisco, CA
415-565-2270
a969611d@aol.com

Webb, W. N.

PO Box 33
Carnegie, Victoria 3163 Australia
noelatsf@optusnet.com.au

van Buuren, A
St Jorisstraat 31
2405 CK Alphen ann den Rijn
TheNetherlands
aavanbuuren@casema.nl

Gary Leanz
PO Box 1175

Powell, OH 43065

Harry Carpenter

1643 Rock Springs Lane
Woodstock, GA 30188
770-928-8472
hcarpenter@bellsouth.net




Frederick W. Thompson
651 Azalea Drive #4
Rockville, MD 20850
301-424-0780
fwthomps@erols.com

Roberts, Carl
121 Springbrook Road
Old Saybrook, CT 06475
860-388-2565
eagleul8b@sbcglobal.net

Durbin, Brian
7-19 Forest Glen Circle
Middletown, CT 06457

860-613-0215
bhdurbin@yahoo.com

Coffman, Randall
1500 River Circle
Richmond, KY 40475
859-527-0476
randy@coffmaneng.com

David Hunt
611 Hillcrest Drive
Blair, NE 68008
402-533-2212
david.hunt@huntel.net

David Sieber
6451 S Virginia St. #332
Reno, NV 89511
530-591-2230
EalabhanO@live.com

Robert Federle
627 McDonald Street

New Iberia, Louisiana 70563

(337) 967-3454
rfederle@cox.net
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