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President’s Message
By Bob Roth         

As the summer approaches there is a lot of activity coming up.  Saturday, May 30 is planned 
as a day for folks to bring their trains to the ARM and run them on the layout.  As part of our 
goal to build our membership we need to invite our friends and any other folks that have HO 
scale model trains to bring their trains to the ARM on this date and to see how our DCC system 
operates.  Hopefully we may generate more interest in membership from activities like this.

There is a tour of the ARM scheduled on Thursday, June 4 by a group from Bushland ISD.  Also 
in the near-term, we are moving ahead with plans for a presentation titled Historic Trains of West 
Texas by Steve Goen on Saturday, June 13 as the fi rst installment of our Invited Speaker Series.  
This event will be held at the Texas A&M Center on West Amarillo Boulevard at 7:00 PM.  We 
are hopeful this event will be well received by the general public and that we may schedule 
additional presentations in the future with other speakers and topics.  Note this date is one of our 
regularly scheduled work days at the ARM and our fl yers note the ARM will be open between 
10:00 AM and 3:00 PM for visitors.

Outside of the ARM, there are several activities scheduled that anyone can participate in on 
their own.  The Lone Star Region of the National Model Railroad Association will have their 
annual Convention in the DFW Metroplex area the weekend of June 4-7 and the Santa Fe 
Railway Historical & Modeling Society Convention will be held in Naperville, Illinois July 16-
19.  We received a schedule from the Rio Grande Scenic Railway up in Colorado and they are 
advertising a second annual Rails & Ales Brewfest on June 27; and their Mountain Music Show 
with Michael Martin Murphy on July 10-12, July 17-19, July 24-26 and July 31-August 1.  The 
Mountain Music Show is held on LaVeta pass between LaVeta and Alamosa, Colorado and the 
only way to get to the concerts is to ride the train.

We started this month with the graduation of my son from Texas Tech University and in the next 
few weeks will be moving him to Fort Worth.  Last summer he interned for BNSF Railroad at 
their headquarters in Fort Worth and after he returned to school he received an offer to work 
for the railroad after he graduated.  Given the economy at this time, I can’t even begin to relate 
how relieved we are that he has a job.  It is interesting that this is a family tradition since both 
his grandfathers (mom’s side worked for the Illinois Central and dad’s side worked for the Rock 
Island), and I worked for the Santa Fe Railroad when I went out on my own.
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I am excited with the progress on the layout these last several weeks.  As I step into the Train 
Room and see the East end of the room fi nally taking shape as the sheetrock is now installed on 
the overhang ceiling and the curving face of the valance, it does not look like it will be a whole 
lot longer before we will be ready to commence with the benchwork for Canyon.  I volunteered 
to research Canyon a long time ago and I need to summarize the industries in Canyon that were 
along the railroad within our layout era.  I have looked at the old Sanborn insurance maps of 
Canyon and have driven around Canyon to look at what is along the railroad today and note the 
number of changes over the years.  

Canyon has numbered streets that run North-South and they have numbered avenues that run 
East-West making  it somewhat confusing keeping track of where some things are around the 
city, specifi cally whether it is on a street or an avenue.  Adding to my confusion, in looking at 
the Sanborn maps it appears that at some time between 1920 and 1927, they renumbered the 
streets in the City of Canyon.  The 1927 and 1938 maps have two designations on the streets with 
the older (or original) street designations in parenthesis.  The Randall County Courthouse was 
centered between East 1st Street (16th Street today) and West 1st Street (15th Street today).   

Another interesting feature is the changes in some of the businesses over the years.  The elevator 
located to the West of the depot started out as the Canyon Coal & Elevator Co. on the 1910 and 
1920 maps, but was identifi ed as the A.A. Walker Grain Co. on the 1927 map (listing Grain, 
Hay, Seed & Coal), and as the Farmers Elevator Co. on the 1938 map.  Elevator company 
structures existing then have since been replaced.  Further to the West is a structure identifi ed as 
the Canyon Light & Ice Co. on the 1910 and 1920 maps, Texas Utilities Company Ice Factory & 
Power & Light Plant on the 1927 map, and Texas-New Mexico Utilities Company Ice Factory & 
Electric Sub-Station on the 1938 map.  The main structures are still on the site but it is no longer 
serving as either an ice factory or as a power plant.  The maps also indicate the City’s water 
facilities (water tower, water storage tank and pumping station) were being built in 1910 and 
they appeared not to change (according to the Sanborn maps) through the following years.  This 
brings up an interesting question, are we looking at 99-year-old water tower in Canyon?

The most recent Sanborn map for Canyon dates back to 1938 and unfortunately it and the 1927 
maps skip over the area where the depot is located; they show the areas immediately to the East 
and West of the depot, but the area where the depot is located is not on the maps.  Unfortunately, 
the maps are short in many other areas.  To the West, the latest map barely extends past 3rd Street 
(short of the wye track) while to the East, the maps do not reach 15th Street in the immediate 
vicinity of the railroad track.  I was hoping the location of the stock pens would show on the 
maps but they don’t.  Historical information I’ve read indicated that Mr. L.G. Conner, the 
founder of Canyon City donated 30 acres to the railroad for stock pens and a shipping yard 
and that at one time Canyon was the largest shipping point in the US.  Much more research is 
required.

Next Meeting:  The next Business Meeting will be on Thursday, June 4 at 7:30 PM.  The clinic 
to follow the Business Meeting is Mold-making and Casting by Tracy Ball.  The timing for this 
clinic is pretty interesting as we’ll need bridge piers for that bridge down by Canyon pretty soon
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MEETING MINUTES

ARM Business Meeting        May 7, 2009

Old Business:

Meeting Minutes from April:  Published in Run 8:  Approved as Published.
  
Treasurer’s Report:
 The Treasurer’s Report was approved as Read.

Treasurer Virgil Doyle reported he had completed the movement of funds from Herring 
Bank so all our funds and accounts are with Bank of America now.  Virgil stated the 
printed copies of the Treasurer’s Report that was passed around did not balance as he did 
not have enough time to complete it prior to the meeting.

Car Sales Report/Update: 
Director Jerry Michels reported that sales are going quite well; sales via E-Bay and our 
web site have slowed down but observation is this is a normal occurrence this time of 
year as summer approaches.  We received 5 more orders this past week in response to our 
mail-out.

It was noted there were some errors in our advertisement that was published in Model 
Railroader; one error was the ad did not list postage and we had received several orders 
without any postage.  We had gone ahead and shipped those orders anyway and over 80% 
of the recipients had returned the postage cost to us.  Another error in the ad was in the 
telephone number that was published; we don’t know who has been receiving calls for 
car orders due to this error.  A question was asked if we could ask MR to re-do the ad; the 
ad was free to us  for the new car feature and we can’t hold them responsible for the 
error.

It was noted that Red Caboose was sold to Intermountain.  The one gentleman Jerry 
had dealt with will be working with Intermountain and it is hoped this will be a positive 
development.

The Missouri Pacifi c Historical Society has approved the second run of ART cars (joint 
project with ARM).  As mentioned previously these cars will be numbered in the 33000 
series and will have different fans from this last batch of cars.  This order of cars will be 
assembled only and will have an expected delivery in September.

The MKT mechanical reefer is scheduled for arrival around December.  Effort is being 
made to locate more photos of these cars.

Potential New Cars:  Jerry has also talked with the MP Historical Society about another 
potential joint project for a Mo-Pac Airslide hopper for delivery sometime in 2010.  The 
manufacturer’s normal run would provide approximately 500 cars with only two different 
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car numbers.  Due to this restriction, consideration was being given to requesting cars 
with no numbers and obtaining decal sheets for numbering the cars which would give 
more fl exibility to offer larger sets of cars; no details have been set for this project at this 
time. 
  

Layout Construction:
 In the last few weeks sheetrock for the ceiling was installed underneath the overhang 
along the East wall and we started patching the joints.  Also fascia was installed along 
the front edge.  We also experimented with lighting.  The plan is to utilize this coming 
Saturday, May 9, as a construction work day and then take Saturday, May 23 to work on 
the track so we can run trains with the goal to be open on May 30 to just run trains.

Building Update:  No news at this time.

Presentation by Steve Goen:  Title:  Historic Trains of West Texas
 The presentation will be Saturday, June 13 at 7:00 PM at the Texas A&M Center on West   
 Amarillo Boulevard.  We will be selling tickets for $5.00 each for adults.  It was reported   
 that both hobby shops had agreed to sell tickets to this event.

Monthly Clinics:
 Clinics scheduled after monthly Business Meetings:
  May  The Rio Grande Southern by Virgil Doyle
  June  Mold Making and Casting by Tracy Ball
  July  Standards for Rolling Stock by Jim Shook
  August  Detailing Structures by Virgil Young

September Spline Roadbed Construction by Tracy Ball
October DCC Decoder Installation by Earl Carrell
November Railroad Timebooks by Jerry Michels

Shirts:  Orders are closed as-of tonight.

Visits: Bushland ISD has a group that is scheduled to come to the ARM on Thursday, June 4 at 
1:30 PM to get a presentation on operation lifesaver from Jerry Rector and to tour the 
train.  Virgil and Paula Young may assist with this effort.  

Housekeeping Schedule:  Month of May – Andy & Beverly Lyle
    Month of June:  Earl Carrell
    
New Business:

Elections for Directors:
President Bob Roth noted we have 3 Director’s positions to fi ll and 4 announced 
candidates; the candidates included current Directors Tracy Ball and Jerry Michels, and 
Guy Pigg and Virgil Young.  A question was posed if any of the members present were 
interested in running for one of the Director’s positions.  With no response of additional 
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candidates, President Roth asked for some leeway from the membership to elect one of 
the Board Members individually fi rst.  The specifi c issue is that Vice President/Secretary 
Earl Carrell had asked to step down from his position because he can rarely make it 
to any of our meetings and he feels he just can’t do the job when he can’t make the 
meetings.  President Roth had spoken with both of our current Board Members about this 
position and neither Jerry Michels nor Tracy Ball were interested in fi lling the remainder 
of the Vice President/Secretary’s term.  Virgil Young, one of the candidates for the Board 
had previously served on the Board and had expressed interest in fi lling the remainder 
of the Vice President/Secretary’s term thus the question was posed if we might elect one 
of the candidates to the Board of Directors so that he could be appointed to fi ll the open 
Vice President/Secretary position.  A motion was made, seconded and approved to elect 
Virgil Young to the Board of Directors.  President Bob Roth immediately appointed Virgil 
Young to fi ll the remainder of the Vice President/Secretary’s term of offi ce.

A motion was made, seconded and approved to elect the three remaining candidates 
(Tracy Ball, Jerry Michels and Guy Pigg) to the offi ce of Board Member by acclamation.

NMRA Lone Star Region Convention in 2011:
President Bob Roth reported he received a call from Randel Bittick with the Lubbock 
Model Railroad club on April 22.  They had been asked if they might host the 2011 
LSR convention in Lubbock; they had hosted the LSR convention in Lubbock in 
2003.  Concern was raised they probably don’t have enough active able members to 
host a convention thus they were looking for assistance to host the convention if they 
get approved to host it.  As a benefi t we would get to share in any profi t raised with 
this convention but the fl ip side is the time commitment to do it.  President Roth noted 
all folks assisting will need to be members of NMRA and LSR.  With relatively short 
discussion there was affi rmation we should help to host this convention.  We hosted the 
LSR convention here in Amarillo back in 1996.

Community Service Issue: President Roth noted he was approached by member David Jusiak 
about some teens that had gotten into trouble and were sentenced to perform several 
hours of community service.  David presented the issue that the parents of these teens 
were following through making sure the kids performed their service work but the 
problem was that things were not very organized.  The question was if we might be able 
to offer some work they could do for us.  With discussion several project ideas were 
mentioned including mowing, cleaning out trash and dead limbs underneath the trees, 
weed-eating the railroad tracks, clearing brush toward the East end of our property, and 
possibly even cleaning some of the excess dirt from part of the south railroad track where 
we have some bad ties requiring replacement.  One question raised was if the teenagers 
could use power equipment; David noted the one gentleman who had his property 
vandalized had offered the use of a tractor mower but the parents had turned it down 
because they wanted the teens to put sweat equity into their work.  Another question was 
asked if work out at the ARM would qualify as community service; David will pursue 
this with the county.
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Museum Coalition Meeting:  The quarterly coalition meeting slid from December.
 No contact on specifi c date for this meeting yet.

Next work dates: May 9
  May 23
  June 13
  June 27

Next meeting:  Thursday, June 4, 2009.

Following the adjournment of the meeting, with some delay to get a computer talking with a 
projector, a clinic was presented on The Rio Grande Southern by Virgil Doyle. 

Cleaning Schedule for 2009:

January Linda Silva & Paula Young
February Joe & Ella Sweeney
March Jim Shook
April Guy Pigg
May Andy & Beverly Lyle
June Earl Carrell
July Dan Juliano
August Linda Silva & Paula Young
September Jim Shook
October Bob Roth
November David Jusiak
December Jim Shook

The missing turnout in the west staging yard throat has been replaced.  Of the other miss-
ing track in the staging yard, some have been replaced.  Jim Shook and Virgil Young 
worked to get the main outside loop up and running.
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Earl Carrell taping and bedding the corner between the ceiling and backdrop near the 
south end of the layout.

Tracy Ball fastens the panel while Earl Carrell holds up the other side with a stick.
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The transition backdrop between the Helix and the Canyon level (upper) and the Amarillo 
Rail Welding Plant level (lower).  The Palo Duro Creek bridge will occupy the area to the 
upper left  The lower level track will appear at the left from under an overpass in front of 
the backdrop.

Starting at the end of the fascia, Virgil Doyle and Jerry Michels extended the joists over 
the north end of Amarillo Yard.  The falsework supported the joists until the back ends 
were attached.
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Jerry Michels and Virgil Doyle erected a new ridge board to extend the roof on west.  Raf-
ters will be attached from the ridge board down to the ends of the extended joists.

The outside loop of the lower staging yard is connected and has been tested through the 
return loop at the west end  Some internal sections of track have yet to be replaced after 
our bout with kinked track due to heat expansion.  Jim Shook, Virgil Young and Bob Roth 
closed the loop.
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     Two Agendas?
     by Virgil Young

You may have noticed that when our Club President prepares for a business meeting, he carefully 
works out an agenda or sequence of topics to be discussed.  Roberts Rules of Order are followed 
in our meetings and the meeting is divided into Old Business and New Business.  This helps 
keep the sequence of discussion in a recognizable order and evens the progress of the meeting.  
When President Roth asks if anyone has any new business, he is making certain that everyone 
has had a chance to speak, and if there are no new items of business, then the business of the 
meeting is over and we are ready to adjourn.

In a sense, there is an agenda for the major construction during our work sessions.  There may 
not be all the able help needed, but there is a sequence of tasks to be accomplished by those able 
to do the work.  There is another group of members who cannot tote that barge and lift that bale, 
but there are things they can do.  Most of them try to help the able-bodied ones by handing them 
dropped tools or fetching supplies for them.  But most of the time, they wait.  They have no 
agenda.

You have already guessed where this is going.  We need someone to prepare an agenda of useful 
and needed work for those not able to lift or climb.  Make-work tasks are not needed.  In the 
older days, barn-raising, roundups, branding, harvest and hog-killing were cooperative efforts 
where tedious tasks were shared and enjoyed.  Women had their cooperative tasks such as 
quilting bees, canning sessions, lard rendering and cleaning house; tedious tasks that were shared 
and made more bearable.

We can call this someone who prepares the agenda, The Coordinator for Preparing the Agenda 
of Tedious Tasks or CPATT.  The title may take a little more work, but the person who does it is 
sorely needed.
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Member Information
Amarillo Railroad Museum

P.O Box 31105
Amarillo, TX 79120
Club House Phone

806-335-3333
13000 East U.S. Highway 60

Web Site
Amarillorailmuseum.com

Ball, Tracy
901Whitehills Trail
Amarillo, TX 79124 

654-4278/m, 
tracy@amaonline.com

Carrell, Earl [Sendy]
3313 Oxbow Trail

Amarillo, TX  79106
 372-5781/w 679-4517/m

anthonycarrell@suddenlink.net

Doyle, Virgil 
6208 Fannin

Amarillo, TX 79118
356-0659 vldoyle@aol.com

Ford, Jeff
5506 Tawney

Amarillo, TX 79106-4808
236-3673 bnsf_boomer@yahoo.com

Fritsch, Ken & Donna 
10201 Snowball Trail 
Amarillo, TX 79108

383-8022 trainmasterk@aol.com

Jones, Tom [Melodi]
 2902 Teckla Blvd.

Amarillo, TX  79106
tomtherailnut@yahoo.com

Jones, Mike
2118 Pioneer Lane

          Amarillo, TX 79118
372-4406

Jusiak, David [Gail]
 3606 E. 31 St.

Amarillo, TX 79103
372-3796

        gmjusiak@yahoo.com

Juliano, Dan [Pat] 
1200 Jasmine

Amarillo, TX 79107
383-4919

Lyle, Andy & Beverly 
PO Box 3551

 Amarillo, TX  79116
 353-2559

Michels, Jerry [Judy]
 133 Dewey Rt 6 

Amarillo, TX 79124 
376-6548/h 354-5806/w

 654-9567/m   Asychis@aol.com

Morris, Tommy [Shelley]
 960 Alamo Rd, Los Alamos, NM 87544      

505-661-1816 tjmorris@lanl.gov 

Osborne, Carter [Michelle]
6302 Dreyfuss

Amarillo, TX 79106
Osborne6302@nts-online.net

Pigg, Guy
913 S. Louisiana, Apt. B

Amarillo, TX  79106
373-9166h 683-4534m
gwp53@sbcglobal.net

Roth, Bob [Kathy]
 6701 Alpine Lane 

Amarillo, TX 79109
358-9774/h 676-8966/m

broth6701@sbcglobal.net

Jim & Sandra Shook
3300 Patterson Drive
Amarillo, TX 79109

322-0002
drgjim@arn.net

Silva, Linda & Junior, Angel
 613 S. Spring

Amarillo, TX 79104
342-4118/h 433-4192/m

Soeeborg, Pelle
 – Farumsodal 18, DK – 3520 Farum, 

Denmark 
45-4499-8805

 pelle@soeeborg.dk

Sowle, Paul & Janet
3206 Oakdale 

Amarillo, TX 79103 
373-7570 pbjarb43@aol.com

Sweeney, Joe [Ella] 
6208 Rutgers 

Amarillo, TX 79109 
355-1581

Young, Virgil & Paula
 4209 Kingston Road. 
 Amarillo, TX 79109   

352-4498/h 584-4363/m 
 rayvirg@sbcglobal.net

 Special Mailing
The Marker Lamp
Lone Star Region

DavidWL1944@aol.com

Internet Members

Good, Brian
578 Hawthorne Lane

Harleysville, PA  19438
B3good@comcast.net

(610) 940-1626

Horton, Darrell 
 13450  Baywind Circle
 Anchorage, AK 99516 

907-345-7286 
dandkhorton@hotmail.com

Copeland, Paul
pacopeland@cox.net

McCarty, Richard
106 Gray Fox Road
Mill Hall, PA 17751
rmccarty@lhup.edu

(570) 726-7744

Randall, Rich 
301 Forest Drive  

Gettysburg, PA 17325
rrand4449@aol.com

Spadini, Dennis
100 Van Ness Ave., AOMB 

San Francisco, CA
415-565-2270

a969611d@aol.com

Webb, W. N.
PO Box 33

Carnegie, Victoria 3163 Australia
noelatsf@optusnet.com.au

van Buuren, A 
St Jorisstraat 31

2405 CK Alphen ann den Rijn
TheNetherlands

aavanbuuren@casema.nl

Gary Leanz
PO Box 1175

Powell, OH 43065
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Harry Carpenter
1643 Rock Springs Lane
Woodstock, GA 30188

770-928-8472
hcarpenter@bellsouth.net

Frederick W. Thompson
651 Azalea Drive #4

Rockville, MD 20850
301-424-0780

fwthomps@erols.com

Roberts, Carl
121 Springbrook Road

Old Saybrook, CT  06475
860-388-2565

eagleu18b@sbcglobal.net

Durbin, Brian
7-19 Forest Glen Circle
Middletown, CT  06457

860-613-0215
bhdurbin@yahoo.com

Coffman, Randall
1500 River Circle

Richmond, KY 40475
859-527-0476

randy@coffmaneng.com

David Hunt
611 Hillcrest Drive

Blair, NE 68008
402-533-2212

david.hunt@huntel.net

David Sieber
6451 S Virginia St. #332

Reno, NV 89511
530-591-2230

Ealabhan0@live.com

Robert Federle
627 McDonald Street

New Iberia, Louisiana  70563
(337) 967-3454 

rfederle@cox.net
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